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1. IN RESPONSE REFTEL, BRITISH WEST INDIAN AIRWAYS LTD. (BWIA) 

RECEIVES CONSIDERABLE SUBSIDIES, BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT, FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (GOTT), BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE 
TO DOCUMENT THE DOLLAR AMOUNTS INVOLVED. RE DIRECT ASSISTANCE, 

GOTT MAKES UP BWIA'S DEFICIT EACH YEAR. IN THE 1 1 YEARS FROM ITS 
ACQUISITION BY THE GOTT IN 1961 THROUGH 1971, THIS DEFICIT IS 
ESTIMATED TO BE ABOUT $42.5 MILLION. NO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS HAVE 
BREN PUBLISHED FOR EITHER 1972 OR 1973, BUT THE DEEICIT EACH YEAR 

IS ESTIMATED AT BETWEEN $5 AND $8 MILLION. WE CAN EIND NO STATUTORY 
INSTRUMENT DEALING WITH THIS SUBSIDY TO BWIA. 

2. INDIRECT ASSISTANCE IS PROVIDED BY THE GOTT TO BWIA IN MANY 

WAYS. THE GOTT GUARANTEES EQUIPMENT LOANS, FOR INSTANCE, WHICH HAVE 
ENABLED BWIA TO PURCHASE USED JET AIRCRAET WITH EXIMBANK FINANCING. 
THE GOTT HAS ALSO USED ITS POWERS OF MORAL SUASION WITH LARGE 
COMPANIES OPERATING IN TRINIDAD (PRIMARILY TEXACO) TO OBTAIN SHORT- 
TERM LOANS FOR BWIA. ALTHOUGH THE GOTT TECHNICALLY OEFERS BWIA NO 
PREFERENTIAL RATES ON LANDING FEES, HANDLING CHARGES, ETC., IT IS 
WIDELY SUSPECTED THAT THESE FEES ARE NEVER ACTUALLY COLLECTED, AND 
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PURCHASES ITS FUEL FROM PRIVATE SUPPLIERS (HERE AGAIN, TEXACO) 

AND ENJOYS NO RPT NO PREFERENTIAL RATES. (IT DOES, HOWEVER, ENJOY 
PREFERENTIAL ACCESS TO FUEL EOR TRAINING PURPOSES, DENIED TO OTHER 
AIRLINES SINCE THE ENERGY CRISIS.) ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF GOTT 
ASSISTANCE IS AN ESTIMATED $125,000 OF FREE ADVERTISING PROVIDED 
ANNUALLY BY THE GOTT-OWNED RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS. 

3. AS FAR AS EMBASSY CAN ASCERTAIN, THERE ARE NO LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
WHICH PROVIDE FOR ASSISTANCE TO BWIA; EXAMPLES CITED ABOVE ARE 
DE FACTO BUT NOT DE JURE. FULL DETAILS REGARDING THE GOTT'S 
INFUSION OF CAPITAL INTO BWIA ARE CONTAINED IN A JULY 14, 1972 
WHITE PAPER ON BWIA, COPIES OF WHICH WERE SENT TO ARA/CAR AND 
E/OA/AN BY TRANSMITTAL SLIP ON JULY 18, 1972. 

MILLER 
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